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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 14 August 
2006. 

Summary of Claims 

2. Claims 1-52 have been cancelled. Claims 53-83 are newly added. Therefore claims 53- 
83 are under prosecution in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 53-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Remington et 
al. (hereinafter Remington) U.S. Patent 6,070,150. 

Regarding claims 53 and 66, Remington discloses an automated bill paying and sorting 
apparatus having an access site for electronically receiving, transmitting and processing data 
wherein the data includes transaction data, bank data and approval data wherein the transaction 
data contains a plurality of transactions between a debtor and creditors wherein each transaction 



Application/Control Number: 09/777,473 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3691 

includes identification of the transaction between the debtor and a creditor and the amount due 
on the transaction, the bank data contains a bank balance of the debtor in a bank account of the 
debtor as a bank of the debtor and the approval data contains an approved dollar amount 
approved by the debtor to debit the debtor's bank account and credit the amount due in a 
transaction, said apparatus comprising: 
The access site including: 

Means for electronically transmitting a plurality of line items for display on a video 
screen at a site of the debtor wherein said plurality of line items contain said plurality of 
transactions with each line item displaying a respective transaction with said identification of the 
transaction and said amount due thereon and with each line item containing one or more category 
columns so that the debtor can insert category items in category columns in said plurality of line 
items (column 11, lines 6-16); and 

Means for electronically receiving approved dollar amounts from the debtor, debiting the 
debtor's bank account by the approved dollar amounts and crediting the amounts due in the 
transaction by the approved dollar amounts (column 13, lines 21-58). 

Claims 54, 58, 61, 63, 67, 69 and 71, wherein the access site further includes: means for 
displaying a bank account of the debtor on the debtor's video screen (column 13, lines 21-32) 
and means for debiting the debtor's bank account by the approved dollar amount and for 
transmitting to the debtor's site for displaying on a video screen a balance in the debtor's bank 
account after debiting the debtor's bank account by said approved dollar amount (column 15, 
lines 42-56). 
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Claims 55, 57, 62, 64, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81 and 83, means for calculating a new balance of 
amount due in a respective transaction, which is a difference between the amount due in the 
transaction and the approved dollar amount, and for electronically transmitting the new balance 
of amount due to the debtor's site for display in a respective line item on the debtor's video 
screen (column 11, lines 5-15). 

Claim 56, 68, 74 and 80, means, responsive to one or more commands by the debtor, for 
inserting said category items in said category columns; and means responsive to one or more 
commands by the debtor, for sorting said plurality of line items by said category (column 10, 
lines 60 thru column 11, line 5 and column 11, lines 16-27). 

Claims 59 and 65, wherein the access site further includes an internet server with a web 
page monitored by an entity (column 7, lines 19-27). 

Claims 60, 70, 76 and 83, the access means further including: the means for 
electronically transmitting further for electronically transmitting each line item with at least first 
and second category columns so that the debtor can insert at least primary and secondary 
category items of said category items in said first and second category columns respectively 
(column 10, lines 60 thru column 11, line 5 and column 11, line3s 16-27 and Figure 9); 

And the debtor's site including: means, responsive to one or more commands by the 
debtor, for inserting said primary and secondary category items in the first and second category 
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columns in each line item and for displaying on the debtor's video screen said plurality of line 
items with said primary and secondary category items in each line item; and means, responsive 
to one or more commands of the debtor, for sorting the line items by selected primary and 
secondary category items selected by the debtor and displaying on the debtor's video screen the 
line item by said selected primary and secondary category items (column 10, lines 60 thru 
column 11, line 5 and column 11, lines 16-27 and Figure 9). 

Claims 72 and 78, Remington discloses an apparatus for paying and sorting bills 
involving a creditor, a debtor arid a bank at a creditor site, a debtor site and a bank site 
respectively comprising: 

The creditor's site having stored transaction data which includes a description of a 
product and/or service purchased by the debtor, a date of purchase of the product and/or service, 
amount due by the debtor for the purchase and due date of the amount due (column 10, lines 3- 
15 and column 11, lines 6-16); 

Means, at the creditor site, for electronically transmitting the transaction data with the 
description, date of purchase, amount due and due date displayed as respective columns in a line 
item on an electronic video screen of the debtor for approval by the debtor (column 10 lines 3-15 
and column 1 1 , lines 6-16); 

Computing means, at the debtor's site, for receiving the transaction data as said line item 
on the video screen (column 11, lines 6-16); 
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Activation means associated with the computer means and responsive to an approval 
command by the debtor for indicating approval by the debtor of at least a portion of the amount 
due (column 13, lines 21-59); 

Upon the activation means responding to said approval command, the computer means 
being responsive to the activation means for electronically transmitting approval data of at least a 
portion of said amount due to said bank where the debtor has a bank account for paying bills 
(column 13, lines 21-59); 

Means, at the bank's site, for receiving said approval data and debiting said bank account 
by said at least a portion of the amount due (column 15, lines 42-56 and column 16, lines 56-61); 

Means at the creditor's site, for receiving the credit amount data and crediting the 
debtor's account by said at least a portion of the amount due (column 15, lines 42-56); and 

The debtor's computer means also for displaying a plurality of said line items on the 
debtor's video screen with each line item having one or more category columns so that the debtor 
can employ the computer means for inserting one or more category items in said one or more 
category columns (column 10, lines 60 thru column 11, line 5 and column 1 1, lines 16-27 and 
Figure 9). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 53-83 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefano Karmis whose telephone number is (571) 272-6744. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Respectfully Submitted 1 
Stefano Karmis I ^ , I 





HANI M. KAZIMI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



